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1 | Bjght Ptelating is buſte Labonring, and not Lozving, 


Biſhop Lazimer's Sermon of the Plough. 


Wherefoze lift up pour {Yeads, B:ethren, and look about with pour 


Epes, ſpye what things are to be Befozmd in the Church of Eng- 
land! Js it ſo hard, is it ſo great a matter fo: pou to ſee many 
- Pbuſes in the Clergy, many in the Layery z 

| His Sermon before the Conyocation. 
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| of my Lord Sarum's tour late Diſcourſes to the 
= the Clergy of his Diocels, the laſt of which 
your ſelf muſt needs own the worſt tim'd, and 
the worſt linke of any thing 'in the World.” 
' For what reaſon his Lordſhip was pleas'd to 
reflect uſpon-rhe-Difſenters as Separatifts at this 
time of day, when by Nt or Eacliamnenc 
they ' enjoy ( tho" not' Equal Advantages ) an 
Equal | Eſtabliſhment with his own Conſtitution, 
[ will not prerend to determine : Nor per- 
haps can he himſelf give any better Account 
of his ' racking a Diſcourſe ' againſt them to 
the reſt, than that the ſame Spirit of Conteiti» 
of which his Lordſhip hath betore now dif; 
coverd, had in” that Moment an Unconque- 
rble Alcendancy over him, 


I Thank you for Obliging me with the fight 


[2] 
__ His Lordſhip, it muſt be confeſs'd, writes 
with one {ingular Advantage which the- poor 
Noncons muſt never expect, he hath the _Ci- 
vil Goyexnmgat fox his Security, agd free Li- 
berty to vent whatever he pleafes ; tho" 'tis 
rrue, He muſt have a-care how he Miyrepres 
ſents the Foundations of our Government, his fre- 
quent remembring a Vote of Parlument, .and 
Mr. Joho/on's, naoſt ingenious Notes on a Pafto- 
rel. Letter, with what the. Common Hangman 
* mag, one; employs, abou jo, hir-Lorii 
Service, will be '< admirable , Uſe co him in 
this. Caſes" Bur in Spiral, Mazzers he may 
een talk all that is. m_ his Heart, and what- 
| ever cl{e he. finds agreeable to. bis Iocereft ; 
for being hiexief'a Spricul: Lord, one. of the 
bx and. t%enty. Lights of, che, Nation, and a 
chief aqong the Guides of the Church, - he raay 
bold himlelt ſafe. from any, Contradidtion,, e- 
ſpecially Naw, he . knows the, Pref. is, entirely 
at the 'devorian, of: his own ,Paxty, and: they 
rault yery mych expoſe themlelves who-would: 
get in. but. ow Word, againſt a whole Volume of 
Peer of all others ſhould, he. of, ooo. generous 


a 


[3] 
2 Temper, either to call rhe more Namesbe- 
cxuſe he- wears a Protebtion, -vx to take any 
Advantage agzinft. his Brother of lower degree, 
that mildly Jogging him by his Lawn Sleeves, 
may happen to tell him, Ant pleaſe you, my 
Good Lord, in this thing 1 wy conceive you were 
not a little overſeen. 

A great [( hampion. it muſt be confeſs'd the 
Prelatical Church hath in this Salizbury = 
and no doubt both He and the Cauſe he plea 
will flouriſh Eternally, 'if 'cthe Grearnels. of 
their -Circumſtances can bur' deter all pthers, 
as it doth their own Underlings, From queſtion- 

their Paſtoral Oradles. 

What ſaccels Our Pretate will have” apainſt 
” other Antagodtte=t will-ant, Diyine, but 
the Diſſenters (1 make _no queſtion ) will hold 
themſelves oblig'd to him for the Epiſcopal 
Confirmation which . his weak "Management of 
his .own . hath, 5a ceag to their 'Canje, to. the 
Goodneſs' of which this muft be imputed, 
 unfeſs'this Right Reverend Author hath incutt'd 
the fame Ur app) Fate from which che - great 
Livy Himſelf was not wholly exempr, thar the 
L aft 'part. of bis Works ſhould 'be a ſufficient Dif- 
grace to all the reſt. B 2 Thele 


ore _- . . - 


[4] 

Theſe four Diſcourſes coming: out together 
in.. a body, afford us a Notable Specimen of. 
his Lordſhips Abilities ; but the Learned World 
hath. been long acquainted with his many 
Productions, and hath already given them 
an Univerſal Applauſe ; yet I am apt to: be-- 
lieve they have not at any time ſeen a more 
pregnant Inſtance of his (uming and Dexteri- 
ty than appears in his uniting theſe laſt Com - 
poſitions into one Volume, where . moſt Invi- 
diouſly, and with. a ſtrange kind of Impartia- 
lity | the Atheiſt leads the Van, and the Diſs 
Jenter brings up the Rear. | | 

It will be no juſt Cauſe of Offence (-1 
hope). to this Noble Prelate, or his Party, if in 
- our own Vindication we take rhe Liberty to 
requite his Lord{hips Kindneſs with a few. 
"aſt and ſerious. RefleQions on each Subject 
of his ſeveral. Diſcourſes; and I ſhall chooſe 
Sir to begin with that againſt the - Atheiſts !- 
-. Firſt then: let, us Enquire,, What. is. it: hath 
given the greateſt Occaſion to the Riſe and 
Progreſs of Atheiſm in the Engliſh Nation ? Is 


3 i. not that Men, have made Religion, and 


the Sacred Funtion cf the Miniſtry, cruckle 


Sp 
to. the Gratification of "their Luſts, eſpecially: 
their Avarice, Pride and Senſuality Bur a few: 
will be. Convinced 'that'ithere is any. folid: 
Foundatiod' for that -Belief;- which they : ſee: 
made uſe of to ſuch-vile' and {ſiniſter Ends! N 
Many are miſtaken, if the' extravagant Gran-. 
deur of Prelates, 'md' other Church Dignitdfles, 

| hath nor exceedingly. contributed: co diffuſe: 
this hotrible- Contagion 

It would make a Mai ſick 'to hear our 
Prelate declaim againft che Poverty: of. the Jy. Preface, 7-17. 
ferior Clergy, ' as a Crying Grievance, and # Scorni 
put upon the Goſpel, when-'thole that: enjoy: 
fome Thouſands a Year ( among whom 1. do 
not ſay his Lordſhip is one. ſhall. yet behold: 
their Poor- Brethren: who Maſter in. Opiritaaky, cuce, pr 
things, ſo- flenderly fupply er "Femparaiy, that: nds: 

ing but extream Neveffi ty can: induce; them” ta 
erve in ſuch Cures;| who. are put to. wreſtle ſtill 
with the ſame Nece// if ty, eſpecial if they have: Fa 
milies. that grow 'upomithenss (iy, 1; TG 

Nor is/ it” leſs. Adbcenlaniig 2nd Crinzioal, in 

our Prelate,” to. tantalize them. with: Hopes of 
Relief by New Methods;: whilſt the true: Cauſe .... 
and Remedy are lo: ing, and- yer';fo.: much 


flizhted: 


TC 6 4 
ſutted, and itvefſe@atnoinced, Our Law-makers 
(Latrob@pinion): will be ſo. kind, co.ery how 
fort more equalzportition'of (the: Ecclefrſtva Re: 
venice 'oyakl go cowards! tie fupply of the poor 
Cloiy, i before they lay ary. more Burdens up- 
of the People on-that/ avcount. 

There with be ho -want--of Atheiſts fo long 
as Churchomen are. thas- deſper enamour d 
of Great Benefices, and ſr laedaſr6 F their Cures; 
while they heap one m updn another 
'rill their: Heads>grow: giddy; and they can 
{carce ook low: "enough bo Converſe - with 
their\Inferior >Butthren. + ,. 

They tay Preach! up: Humility and Mor- 
vifieation long endugh in cheir cold, formal, flo- 
24d Diſcourſoy bdorochery -perkuzate -one Athe- 
it: chat chemicives'i ave wohvindd:vf its Ne- 
ceſſity,' while i they Ye vin Fullneſs and | Gaiety 
not with 'the' Griry-only, bur ain 'the Nobj- 
bey. vec (4! {ISAs ett\ hn 

How ſhould Acheiſm«bur ies in-a'Land, 
whereiMen can Derlaye,2hd Stwiar,iand Preach, 


Sie Dr. Be 27> and hint Dialagues too, for: ſuch x kind Bs 


nt Dialogues Avyelty; ing rp hemthey raxertty dohey perfectly 


have in Ch roche? redeomed ;by :thoſe 
that 


=o 


that can fird-in their Hearts ro ſabmic to 4 
ering State," yn by "might avoid: atthe 
fare | Baſes "bus Uronfelon " Tte" as thefe 
Men do!" bins 
It cannot” be: 2 ag, Ar cieni 
to the Abeifti {i Part ys that -fome Z 


m_ Bp ' - i notendiith the par ex — 
ory Fr" 


of it, no'not in-others, whe: 
Hes PX their own or a different Commititiar, 
mich leſs in- themſelves, but- make it- = 
ſubject of Jer and rilicul when they y 26 onit 
& the Pulpic:- | 121 193229 11250 Di; 21 
-"Nvt doth' It Gabe” a Prater chil Aighant 
Pifluence, rhar' there are ior prints and "foats 


fps of Hof madre thin uphay 
Hh MBaritis' wh hr tb af 
cd ore" ole © Ts 7 i thei *e 


reſtant Diſſniring. Wo 4 Par ; 


From'all this ir” is hd iy cy na 
the' Faith; Flubtity hiked 41S gs Ms 
 conformiſts, in part ng wah Livings, "4d 


cating themſthves "entirely 'wpon Providence, 
cheir- fiedfaftneſs/ int refuſing 'the-- Outs and 
Skbferiptions by them judg'd' "*inkainfel, theit' $66 * 
bike), and eiKivotitihg! to'þr4ice' whit" they 
have 


Second Diſ- * 


courle againſt 
Socinianse 


BS. ...: 
haye preatht to othars, . hath  betn”a. ſtanding 
( not. to; Jay che;onh,), Witneſs,ro this Genera- 
tio, Tat . there Js, 4,GOD,' and that the Con- 
victions of his Bemg and Government lye.-at 
the bottom. of . ſome. Mens ' Actions. 

...; Secondly, Concerning, his, Diſcourle againſt 
the Secinians, give. us leave, to. ,oblerye.) what 
have been, the fruits of. the Church-mens- over- 
valuing the Rational way, of Preaching, as if 
al Points were eapgble of being comprehend: 
ed, and. explained by,it.to..a demonſtration: 
Ic = yy _—_ __ reſpe&,. if our Rg- 
tional. Divines, had contented themlelyes in ma- 
ny Caſes with the direc. affirmations of..the 


Serifitures, lame, more. \deference. to 


act of,bchexing them. for whilſt 
of, be.;breught, down..co,our 
eve | 


an 


ciianiſm now, in this.) and when, they haye 
nn WM e wuY made 


made themſelves and others abundance of La- 
bour, anggrievoully expos'd the Nation, then 
if they have helped never ſo lictle to extin- 
guiſh the Fire, which bur for themſelves had 


never flam'd out, nor conſum'd ſo many wor* x, 4x7... 
thy Patriots, to ſet up their Creſts, and loudly 55 , 


to proclaim their own Atchievments, and that &c. 
roo when their Victories are not ſo compleat, 
nor the Enemy's Defeat ſo abſolute as they 
themſelves do repreſent. 

And here, Sir, by the way, I hope you will 
not forget to enquire in what Communion Athe- 
i/ts and Socinians do moſt abound : And further, 
I wiſh all ro be caution'd againſt Arminianiſm 
.by the prevalency of Socinian Errors ; for thoſe 
who magnihe thePoweref Man's Will, and thoſe 
that exalt his Underſtanding beyond the mea- 
ſures of Truth and Sobriety, are not very far 
diſtant from each other. 

Thirdly, As for Popery, we are ſorry to ſee Thi 


cour 


the Church of England fo much ſymbolizing with Papits. | 


it, and ſo hard put to it to defend its ſelf up- 
on its own bottom ; our concern” on this ac- 
count will appear very juſt, by making uſe 
of the Inſtance before us: Here is a renown'd 
Prelatical Biſhop diſcourſing yehemently againſt 
27 Cc mrs 


[10] 
Infallibility, and at the ſame time pleading wich: 
Might and Main for the power of the Church, 
in impoſing ſymbolical Ceremonies ; but can any 

thing be more abſurd, than that Men who 
_ conteſs themſelves fallible, and prove it- too- 
both by Word and Deed, to the fatisfaFion. 
of all the World, ſhould obtrude their Senti- 
ments and Compoſures (Forlooth ) as if they 
were as Infallible as his Holineſs at Rome pre- 
rends to be, or our bleſſed Saviour and his 4po- 
ftles really were ? And. is'not this done to the 
height of Arrogance, whilſt all thar will be 
benefic'd among them, are forced indiſpenſably 
« To Declare, Afſent and Conſent, to. all and: 
*eyery thing contain'd and preſcrib'd ia and- 
*by the Book of Common Prayer : And all 
that have refus'd to comply with their Modes- 
( how much foever againſt their Conſciences)- 

have been. Proſecuted with the utmoſt: Seve- 
__ rity! How laudable and conſiftent, when com- 
 par'd with our Prelatical Flatform, is the Popiſh . 
way of firſt afferting the Irfallibility. of the 
Church, and then erecting a Court of Ingquiſiti-- 
on to defend it ? | 

How will this, or ony other Prelate,- be able 
to. overthrow our” Popiſh Adyerſary's Argu- 

MET Ay _ '” os. 


- 


[41] 
ments for Salt, Oyl and Spit:le, when their Ce- 
remonies ſtand upon the very fame Foundarti- 
on ? and will they nll they, our (hurch-men 
ſhall be conſtrain'd to admit them, whenſo- 
ever their Good Lords and Maſters ſhall think 
fir to- follow the Romiſh Prelates in the Impo- 
ſition of them, | 
- The Truth on't is, when the Proteſtant Pre- 
| lates have to do with the Papiſts, they are for- 
ced to the Diſſenters Arguments againſt them- 
ſelves, by magnifying the ſufficiency of the Scrip- 
ture Rule; bur when the ſame Men encounter 
the Diſſenters, becauſe the Scripture-ſufficiency 
is but an wunpromiſing Topick, and ſure enough 
to fail them, they ſhift Hands, and wield the 
ſame Weaper-againſt us, which they will by 
no means allow the Papi, (viz, The Power 
of the Church ) this is no very good ſign of 
a good and defenſible Cauie ; bur who can 
blame the Patrons of it, that attends: to the 

Straits and Neceſlitys to which they are ſome- 
time reduced, not excepting the Biſhop of Sa- 
rum himſelf ! 

And thus by degrees have we trac'd our Pre- 
late down to his fourth Diſcourſe, wherein he 
is pleas'd to charge the Diſſenters with the 
Se — B 2 Ons ” 


courſe again(t * 


[12], 
Guile of a needleſs Separation, we kiope preſent- 
ly to make ir appear that his Lordſhip is Guil- 
ty of a much more needleſs Clamour ; but that _ 
we may the better diſcover the unreaſonable- 
neſs of that whole Party, which. raiſes ſuch a 
duſt about Separation, and- how unjuſtly they 
appropriate to themſelves the Title of the Church. 
of England, we ſhall in . few words attempt 
an impartial Rating of this Cale. 

The Church of England is. a thred-bare term; 
that may ſignifie many things of a very diffe- 
rent Nature, which therefore ought not to-be: 
huddl'd ' up under one Name,. without ſome 
little Explication ; and fince our Author hath 
not thought it at all advantageous to his Cauſe 
co give us any, for your clearer inlighc into the 
preſent Controverſie you may pleaſe, Sir, to | 
rake the following juſt diſtinCtions.. [ 

Firſt, The Church of England may very-pro- 
perly ſignifte that part of the Catbolick Church 
of Chriſt which is reſident in England. - 

In this Senſe the Church of England is neither 
one Sect of Chriſtians nor another. among us, | 
bur every Man thart hath given up himſelf to God | 
in Chriſi by Baptiſm, -ox hath been warranta- 
bly devoted. by others in his Infancy, and leads | 


&.. 


[13] 
a Chriſtian Life, is truly a Member of it : From. 
the Church of England in. this ſenſe, we neither 
do nor can ſeparate, but upon ſach Grounds 
as would Separate us from the Body of Chriſt. 
The only Separatiſt here then is Fe that is 
No Chriſtian, and any one with half an Eye 
may ſee to whole ſhare the greateſt part of 
Separatiſts of this ſort will fall. | 
Secondly, The (hurch of England may ſigni- 
fe the Chriſtians of England, as form'd into di- 
ſtin& Societies for the Worſhip of God, - and 
preſential Communion with each other therein. 
Now that the Difſenters are form'd into 
{uch worfhipping Bodies, and conſequently 
not of this {ort of Separatiſts, is more viſible: 
then many would have-it,-and therefore 'tis 
undeniable they are apart ofthe Church of Eng-. 
land in this Senſe allo. | 
' The Separatift here then- is he only, that 
though he profeſſeth Chriſtianity, doth nor or- 
- dinarily worſhip God publickly, . or with' an 
Aſſembly united to that End, and of this ſort 
of Separatiſts the Looſe- Devotees of the Titular. 
Church of Engzland are all that we know: 
Thirdly, The Church of England may ſigni- 
fie the. Chriſtian Congregations of England as 
| Sg 2 = united : 


[14] 


united under the ſame Civil Government, and 
ſubmitring to it ; and the Separatiſts from the 
Church of England 1a this ſenſe are chiefly the Faces 
bites, the generality of whom are'ſo far from be- 
longing to the Diſſenters, that they arrogate 
to themſelves the fole Honour of being che 
True Sons of the (hurch of England. 

Yet here indeed it muſt be confeſs'd, that 
though the Diſſenters have approv'd themſelves 
the faſteſt Friends to the Civil Government, 
they are really ſeparated from ſome very Con- 
{1derable. Advantages, which it hath thought 
fit to beſtow upon the prelatical Party ; tor, 
whereas the Diſſenting Miniſters - and People 
enjoy no more than the bare Protection of 
the Civil Magiſtrate in their Rcligious Wor- 
ſhip, from the: Rage of malignant Perſecutors, 
the Prelatiſts have a very conſiderable part of the 
profit of the Land aſſign'd them by Law, 
for the Maintenance of their Miniſtry, vaſt- 
ly exceeding in proportion what is left to the 
poor- Lajity : The Clergy having - a Tenth of the 
profits of the Land, though 'tis probable they are not 
one Man to a thouſand. 
| All the Separation then that can be found 
under this Head, among the Diſſenting Clergy, 


IS 


| * ro their own Advantage. 


Hos 
is, a Separation from Tithes and Maintenance, from 
Arcbbiſhopricks and Biſhopricks, from Deaneries, 
and Archdeaconeries, trom Prebends and Parſo- 
nages, from Maſterſhips and Fellowſhips, and. 
from other tuch tat Benefices. 

Our Layity roo are chargeable with a Separa- 
tion of this very kind, they being ſeparated from: 
all (ii. and Military Offices, whether thoſe of 
Juſtices or Mayors, S beriffs or Recorders, Generals or 
Admirals, Colonels or Captains, ot whatever other 
honourable or profitable Poſts can- be chought up- 
on: The Sacramental Teſt having ſecured all 
ſfuch places to the Members of a diſtin&t Com- 
_ munion.. n 1A 

This Separation. we doubt noc but. the Con- 
formiſts (ng they are neverTike to be guil- 
ty of it themſelves) will have the Charity to- 
pardonto us, becauſe it redounds fo very. much. 


Fourthly, The Church of England may ſigni- 
fie the Chriſtian Congregations of England, thus 
united under one civil Government, as agree- 
ing or diſagreeing with each other in DoFrine, 
Church Goverment, or Wor ſhip ; tor there can be no: 
Separation ( but that which is local and una- 
voidableto all) farther than chey differ in ſome - 
aw of ns.  . FF —_sS 


[16] 
And here, Sir, you muſt own {( 1..)As to Do- 
 Arine, that the diſſenting Miniſters by their Sub- 
ſcriptions plainly ſhew there is no Separation on 
their part; and indeed, thoſe that are acquainted 
with the preaching and writing on both ſides, will 
ealily judge who keep cloſeſt co the doctrinal 
Articles. 

The Separatiſts from the Church 'of England 
then in this ſenſe are on the one hand the So- 
cinians and Arminians, by what Names or Titles 
foever dignifd or diſtinguiſht, and on the other 
hand the poor deluded Quakers, and ſuch like 
Enthuſiaſts. 

(2.) In the Buſineſs of Church Government 


the Diſſenters ate not aſham'd to own a Sepa- 
ration, rather do chey think they ſhould have 


great Cauſe to be aſham'd of themſelves, and 
their. Churches, if herein they ſeparated not from 
the prelatical Party. 

The Diſſenters ſay there's a great deal"oſ 
Reaſon, why the power of Governing a Church 
ſhould be veſted in the ſame perſon that hath 
and exerciſeth the power of Teaching, and ad- 
miniſtring the Sacraments therein ; and who can 
this be bur its proper Paſtor.? who beſt knowin 
the Diſeaſes of the People, is therefore al 


[17] 

fic to, apply the Remedy :.- The - power- of , che 
Keys: is certainly: eſſential: to the' Office! of i a Go- 
ſpe! Miniſter, and whoever. ordains him to-thar 
Office, muſt of neceſſity inveſt him therewith ; 

and though he ſhould expreſs a contrar In- 
tention, either that At or the: whole Ordunaio 
muſt be a Nullity. 

Every Miniſter of Jeſus Chrif hath Authori: 
ty from him to govern. no lels than to teach, 
bur through the Influence of the. Ceremonions 5 
Party, the Laws of the Land haye debarr'd 
the Paſtors of ſingle Congregations'in their own 
Communion from the Exerciſe of this Power, 
and, haye made . them miſerable Vaſſals to the 
Heerarchy. 


Here. then: Our-Srparationie.from the Prelates 
as (reatures impos'd \upon. the (hurch,” and ingroſ- 


ſing to themſelves that power which belongs to the 
Paſtor of every Congregtion, and which tis nas 
turally impoſſible duly to apply- white it ge 
in-ſo few Hands. - 
And together with the Prelites, the Diſſen- 
ters acknowledge a Separation. from: L ay-Chancel. 
lors, Officials, Surrogates, Proftors, and'the whole 
Gang of Spiritual Court-men, whona they look: up-. 
on (as having no Authotir from Jeſus Cir 
ut ) 


69] 
but): a5 the; Spawn of 2 monſtrous Prelacy, and 
the nioſt- intolerable Grievante that: rhe: Nation 
this day -groans under. 

And a$the iDiſſemers ſeparare from the fab- 
jedts of this Chuyrch-Govemment 1( the  Prelares,, 
Liag-Chanzeltors, 86: ) fo/alſo do they rowna 
Separation from the Exerciſe of 'it, /as it proceeds 
from: chem, ahd\ is \manag'd- by chem. 

Themſelves the Preface tothe Commination ac- 
knowledge their wantof a Godly: Dyfciplme, and- 
fncetheyhave the Frait to ownthis Defect, and 
never had ithe:' Grace to teform it; ''m. all +þ2 
time that is 'run''our; ſince Edrwd the tixch's - 
Reformation to jeptimo. Guliclmi- tary, -ic- would - 
be no leſs then H; igh Treaſon againt* Jrfus 
Gbrift;)the head fake: Cinrch, novtodilonnand. 
ſeparate\lo.far\at leaſt from vhiswprfefi\Charch 
as © ſupply! tis want, -by a gouly Diſcpine 
among rar clas. CATTLE 

- Pheve & this yfwrober: Dilute ation them 
| "which will very much accoum:for -our Sepa- 
von, that voliorcas they :deftruft, and difhonour 
the Ordmaice:of Excommmication, by opacting all 
-theix- Confidence-in. the. carnal wel; the .Di/- 
 fentors-unk: the 'Diſcipime: of )Ciriſt ſufficient to. 
ines own End, wxhour fach' a Swpplement as 


quite 


- 00-550. _— 
quite enervates the Virtue, and obſcures' the 
Luſtre of It. Ms | - LEE , 

This uftrainr vhekn3c furs from many of 
the pr elat tcal (Canons ,particular y from thoſe. where- 


in they Excommnnicate Perſons for ſaying, . *' That yz. wa 
«here is any thing in the Government of the «mn. 


&« Fiierarchy, or in their Articles, or in' the Book 
« of the Common Prayer that is' repugnant 


« rothe Word of God :: And above all, the Dif- 
ſenters hold themſelves bound in Conſcience to abo- 


' minate that, Canon which © excommuinicates all thoſe vi te 5.16 
6 that {hall lay ſuch | Aſlemmbljes 25 theis "Ste II, Canons. 


< true, Churches. 


how ob 


E ( 3.) As for what | relates to Worſhip, ler It Worſhip. 


be conlider'd, Tharrbe-whale body of the Di/- 
ſenters Worſhip is eithet fornd'among'the Church 
party, or.is generally own'd. by them as lawful. 
Free Prayer, Reading the Scriptures, and 
Expounding them, Praifing God by / finging 
of Pſalms, Celebrating the Sactamments according 
ro Chriſts Inſtitution, with the Gefture which 'his 
own Example hath warranted, (in all-which ways 
the Generality of the Piſſenters worſhip the God 

of their Fathers) are clearly unexceptionable. 
|  Asfor the Ceremonies and the new Geſtures, and 
the preſcrib'd Forms, as they are tilt ufed by the 
D2. — —_— 


2a) 
prelatical Paxty,. which -are. th? things in this 
Worſhip from which we ſeparate, they are at 
beſt queſtionable, . and. certataly very far from. 
being , eſſential, ro. Goſpel Worſhip. 

The ſunme-of what hath been ſaid on this. 
head is this, 

1n;Deftrine. there is no, Separation at all on. 
the Diſſenters. part, rather are they the trueſk 
Picklers, for the dofirinal Articles, 

In Church. Government they are ſo far from 

+ Separating from. the . true Scriptural Epiſcopacy, | 

- - that in..defence, of. it, ; they: diſclaim that Dioce- 
ſian Prelacy which is inconſiſtent with. it,, and hath. 
aly made; uſe of its Name to deſtroy the thing : 
"Tis [F na word.)no MNQAre.. bur a woxions ante ſerip? 
tural: prelacy. from; ,whach, >the . D oſſenters, ps 
rate; ..copether with che. Wn Rabble Its- 
eccleſiaſtical, Dependants,  (andJjF we'U rake their 
own Words for it,): there is nothing among 


them that. flees, BG NOPE ox bears the Face 


Mey Tre the by in both, Parties : We wor- 
hip the ſame. God, Erxough, the ſame; Med: 
ator,,. in_the. fame Evangeli ical Duties, in, or- 
dex. 


| [21] 
der to the fame great End ('the' Glory of God; 
and our own Salvation) we ſeparate only. from 
certain dubious. or ſinful Forms and Ceremonies, of 
humane deviſing. and impoſing. 3 

So that bere they cannot. with the leaſt Truth. 
or Modeſty accuſe us of any Separation, ſeeing our 
worſhip is the very lame with: theirs, unleſs they 
are diſpoſed to ſpeak improperly, and will mean by: 
their Worſhip the (eremonies.that. Clogg. it, which. 
npon (Occaſion they themſelves have diſcarded; 
from- being any parts of their Worſhip. © 
-:-/Phis, mighty Separation (the Noiſe of which hath 
for ſo many. years fill'& the Palpits, and which the; 
Prelate of Salsbury. is ſo fond: of buzzing afreſh" 
moo his _Clergies Ears). being thus dwind['d in-. 
r9:a Separation from nothalg tor rhe-Warld. but from, 
hamane: Forms, 'fram; certain devis'd” Rites 'and 
Medes of no value, from uſurpation and Church-Ty- 
xanny, give me-leave, Sir, to enquire how the- 
cauſe of the. Separation (.as, our Prelate phraſes it ); 
does refle&t upon: the. Prelatiſts. themlelves. |. 1. 


And Firſt, They are.the 4utbors of that 'Seps Vide Troubles - 


zation, be it more or.leſs, which they condemn. in us, 
icis moſt notorious that themſelves both began and- 
© continue it, and theirs it-muſt be more than ovurs;. 
kecauſe it. is. not in our power £0; change! out. Seri-? 
E' LIMENtS.. 


of Franckſort.. 


# 
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-ments.about the: things impos'd, but it is. evidently 
in-their Power to forbear the impoſing of them, 
which they may-well afford to do, as being ( ac- 
cording to their own Conteflion }. no matters 
ot Neceſfity..or good bnportance... THE 

We do not. deſire to. 7avifſh: their. Ceremonies 
&c. from them, ( not.wetruly,. een. let thoſe 
chat are: fond of em keep ena all ro them- 
ſelves, with all our Hearts, ) \we: only with to 
enjoy our own Chriſtian Liberty, either in joyat 
local Communion with them, or in, diſtin 4/- 
ſemblies, according to our preſent Poſtyre, with- 
-out- being perſecuted. as. the viteſt-of Mien, . or 
(at fuch a Favour could begranted ) without be- 
ing /candalized. with, the odious and mys/t Ticles 
of Schiſmatichs - os * Separatiſts. by any Engliſh 
or. Scotch. Prelatifts, : whenever the Teſty fir 
takes 'em. + {LL git 
; © Secondly, They are Guilty of a Separation 
peculiar. to themelves, of a very high Nature, 
and of a Miſchievous Tendency ; Some are fo 
ſReel'd with FHelliſh Impudence- as. to deny Our 
Miniſtry and Sacraments ; and. others there are 
who refuſe to join with - us Occaſtonally,, when 
1 might be done without. {lighting their own 
Church Order.” If any be ſo wiſe and churita- 

2837: ble 
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bſe to deſire the Liberry of Teftifying rheic 
Agreement with che Difſaxters in wee is'of 
abſolure Neveffity' to Salvation, by joining 
with them Occaſionally in theic publick Wor: 
ſhip, "ris great Odds but he loſerh cheir Fa- 
vour as much as if he que celinquiſht their 
Party ; ſuch »irreconcileable Enemies are 'fome 
Men to Hnwm, while they would be thought 
the great Promoters of it: ' Certainly che Uni: 
on of which Theſe ave ambitious is plainly, that = 
of Men, yea, even the Ark of God its ſelf 
ſhould bow 'zo the Dagons of their own'ſereing / 
up. mY 
* irdy, The 'Prelati/ts are full of Schieus and - 
Separations among; themiebves: Lec ther: never 
boaſt eirher-of their Unity or Uniformity, udleks 
inſtead of all che furrmg TDiſtords-there were 
2 more Harmonious Conſent in theirown Worfhip. 
And here, Sor, 4 {hall rake the Liberty 2 
diverting - you. with two or thrde'i[nſtatices of 
their Good Agreement, which are the ' more :teinars 
kable, as being peouliar tothe prelatical*Confſticu- 
tion, and which therefore canmort be -yecrimi- 
nated upon the Diſſenters, in Defence of whole 
mimiter Differences it maybe. faid, that they- 
are the Jo to be Coulennd, for tha they 
| - were* 


[a4] 


were never impos'd as abſolutely neceſſary, hor have 
the Diſſenters ever had the Impudence to-pretend to 
that Unity and Uniformity which theſe men make ſo 
much their Boaft, with what Rea/on- or Juſtice 
let the following Inſtances of their own particular 
Diſſentions determine. 
Some bow at the Name-of Jefus, while 0: 
thers of the ſame Communion pay no more Reve- 
rence to that than to the Name of (rift. 
Some bow to the Eaſt or Altar, (which you 
will, ) while others that would be thought as 
good ([burch-men, condemn that Practice as ſuper- 
ſtitious. ow, 
Some uſe the Lords Prayer kneeling, - others 
pay no more reſpett to that than to any other 
rayers. £5 44k pines 
Some are very clamorous in their Reſponds, 
others there are more modeſt, and a leſs noiſy 
fore till content themſelves with an Amen on- 
ly at the End. . 17, at! 
.:Some- only ſay over their: Prajers, while a 
more merry fort ſing them out; nay, there 
are. not wanting . ſome- Jovial Sparks, that Cant 
out their very Creed, - » FN OP 
-: Somepreach in- the Surplice,, while moſt pull it 
-over their own Ears before they go into the Pulpit. 
: - | Some 


-. -LI8] 
Some make. Prayers in- the Pulpit after the + 
Liturgy's over, ethers are only pray wee's, thar 
bid Prayer. | | 
Some read the: Service in the Desk, 'while 0- 
mo go with 4 part of it to the Communion-Ta- 
e | 

The Communion Table in ſome Churches is 
rail'd about, in many 'tis e'en left as open as 
any- other part of the Church. | 

In ſome Topping Churches you ſhall ſee huge 
anlighted Candles, (for what uſe no Body alive 
can tell, but) the meaner Churches are forc'd to 
ſhift without them. 

Some are for a Conſort of Muſick, others on- 
ly for Orgaus, ſome diſlike both, and others can 
get neither. CN EO Hops, En 

And here,Sir,by the way,tis worth your while 
ro obſerve, that among the Diſſenters, the poor and 
rich Congregations, the larger and the leſſer, wor- 
ſhip God in the ſame . innocent ome man- 
ner ; whereas in the prelatical Church the rich Con- 
gregations.. worſhip with” abundance of Pomp, 
while the Poverty of others obliges them to a 
like fomplicity . with the Diſſenters. | 

So that a Church of England: (ourtier is one ſort of 
a Worſhipper,a C. of F. Cathedraliſt of another kind, 

_ or 2 Þ Aa , 
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4 C. of E. Citizen yet leſs theatrical, atid a C. of E. 
Peaſant of a. ſort by himſelf. 5s | 
| In a word, this Diverſity of Worlhip i fo 
very conſiderable, #nd makes theſe pretended Hni- 
firmity Men look fo little like. Members-of one 
and the ſame Church, that I am very confi- 
dent, a perfeft ftranzer to them al, at ore time 
viſiting the Royd! Chappel 'at high Devotion, 
and by and by looking into Weſtminſter-Ab- 
bey, and' anon tracing to -St. Lawrence's in 
the City, and ſhortly after travellins to fome 
homely 'Comntrey Chiirchy avid Reeictly obſerving alt 
their various Ways of Worſhipping, would: be 
Teady to ſwear, 'that theſe men neyer had an 
Aft Of Whiformity Yead -armonig arti, bur Wwete 
each of them a much more di/tin& ſore 'bf Wor. 
ſkigpers, 488"leſs of 'aFitte' than the Difſenters 
Ate with the Taft mention'd, *nd *hone/teſt ſort 
"arnong themſelves: 7 i | — he 
From all this 'we may naturally infer, that.. 
Ether 'the Jeveral Formalities inſkanc'd in, which 
are ſo much magrifi'd by one Party, and: negle&t- 
"e4 by another of the / No Communion, do ap- 
pertain to the prelatical Church, "or they do not ; 
if they do, thoſe ſeparate from'it that 'n/e them 
ot,” if they do..not belong to'it, "thoſe are Sepi- 
: | | : ratiſts 
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tiſts that #ſe them ; this however is certain, '© as 
« chey differ-more or leſs in theſe chings, , o far 
« they: ſeparate each from other.” '* + 

It — Church Guides -have only recommended 
theſe things without enjoiping them, and have 
left them to be ob/erv'd or omitted, as .belt a- 
grees with the Judgments and Conſciences of 
others : Why might not the: ſame (Courſe be ta- 
ken with all the other Ceremonies * Why is not 
the Geſture at the Supper, why is not the .Cxoſs in 
Rs why are-not the Surplice and other 

Velſtments, and many things of the like nature, left 

4n their own —_—_— to be embrac” da of rejett- 


Mind ? 
1f-fo enfilrbl a Diwk ity may * "y with 
 Uniformity, and-'is aftually. found*in the prelati- 
cal” Church, why might not this be allow'd, in 
-Order ro-fo great a Benefit to the Church, as 
"the Union of the two great: parties would be? 
(Bur beſides, what bath- been already fajd 
of their Diſcord, I dare be fo -bold to affvi, 
that abundance who ordinarily join - in local 
- Communion withthe' Prelatiſts, do mentally-and re- 
ally Jeparate- more'from them chan Wy others 
of a diſtin# - Communion, 


[28] 

So do all thoſe, both Miniſters and Prople, 
that pervert the doftrinal Articles, and hold Opi- 
nions inconſiſtent with the moſt natural and ge- 
nuine meaning, of them. 

They are in the ſame Predicament who lead 
a Vicious Courſe of Life ; for, as the former 
have ſeparated from the Truth which the ( þurch 
doth profeſs, ſo have theſe from that Purity 
which it declares neceſſary to Salyation. 

A Dijenter that is ſound in all the Articles of 
Faith, and orders his Converſation accordingly, is 
incomparably more of the Church of England 
than the _—_ exquiſite Formaliſt, that hath learat 


all his Gates and his Poſtures, but is neither ſound 
in his Head nor in his Heart. 


The one ſeparates.only from ſome little par- 
ticularitics that are againſt his Conſcience, and 
the other from that which is vital and eſſential 
both to a Chriſtian and a Church, and which. his 
own Conſcience, and. the Scripture, and the Con- 
ſent of all Chriſtians urge upon him as indifpen- 

 fably neceſlary. 
' Nay, ſo Obnoxions is the Prelatical Church on 
the account of Separation, that great Numbers 
of thoſe who join with them, haye as mean an 
Opinion of their Ceremonies, and in their Judgments. 
: Rs N01 and 


i 


and AfﬀeStions ſeparate as much-from_. them as 
the Diſſenters, having nothing that engages 'em 
to' an' Obſervation of: them, but a bare Eſtabliſh- 
ment by the -Cigil © Magiſtrate, whoſe Authority 
in this Caſe has been rejeFed by many very 
great - Men : But a legal Eſtabliſhment is a | hag 
Word that enchants abundance, and it's enough 
for theſe that ſomewhere or other they have mer 
with ſome word that gives em a little Liberty in 


their own. Minds to communicate with the Church : 


And whilſt with very hard ſhifts this ſort of 
Church-men have made themſelves judge it barely 
lawful to abide in that Communion, they are lothto 

leave the Sun-ſide of the Bank; little thinking 
in the mean time, that to join with a Church lels 


pure Rh hens better may be had, 
(/tho' with Reproach J 15-ro-prefer carnal þo- 
licy before chriſtian Wiſdom, Pollution | to Purity 
and Peace with men to Peace with God and owr 
Souls ſalvation. | Fs 
- Butleſt irſhould be objeFed, that theſe are bu 

Trimmers, or half Church-men at beſt, let me oþ- 
ſervero you, Sir, thar.on the other hand there are 


very. many who have the Honour to be of the high 


Church ( as they themlelves phraſe it ) who do yet 
very ſubſtantially ſeparate from the main body. 
Wl 4 Among 


TS 
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Among theſe 'we will firſt «ark the Je- 


*cobites, who have private Aſſembles and Mj- 


niſters ("if not Prelates ') (af their wn, and 
who perhaps can be contengto wave the Con- 
;fecration-of places, as the Diſſenters have dane 
'before them :- Matters are now came to:thar 
pa -even-among-bigh-Church-mencthemſelves, that 
the "voice -is lo *bere is the Church in one mans 
mouth'! and lo there in anothers:! inthe Judg- 
\ment-of 'theſe Churchmen the far ,greater .numbgr 
of the prelatical iChurch have deſerted :its Pxinci- 
'ples, andihave:loft: the great -Charateriſtick vf 
a "true Church: of *England Man, (:viz;/). *Paflive 
*Obedicrice'Loyalty to a jure-dipino-Suceeflion ; 
-upon* which -verxy-account it js, that, the ahdice* 
ainft-holding Comrawgign 
<with-that -part of the (Ohurch » which | haye 


"taken the! Oaths' to the preſent: Government. 


*T'would do well if his Brother o\Sarungand he 


-cou'd concert this affair,at leaſt wedefirethar our 
Prelnte (befor he addrefles any: moxedi/oquyes 
- ag ant} the Diſſenters )-wwonld free himjelf;and-his 
' parey\ from thar' Guile of a ſinful ſeparation: which 
'the Jacobite Sons of the Church -are daily. refleQing 


uport them. 
— Bye 


—_ 
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But beſides 'thefe high Church Separatiſts, 
there are cot wanting a _confiderable Number 
of another fort; who would: willingly. excigde 
fome of thoſe Offices which themſelves and their 
Congregations ſtatedly perform : How glad would 
many of this'ſtram be to have concerv'd Prayer 
before Sertnon, and. . ſinging of P/alms totally 
ſuppreſs'd * bat they know well enough, ſhould 
not theſe be parts of their Service, great Numbers | 
would ſoon deſert 'em : Tho' how they can 
reconcile this kind of Prayer, and Singing, with 
« rheir own ſolemn Promiſe to uſe the: Liturgy, 
* and no other Form, Tleave to their own \Qon- 
{ciences to 'determine ! | NS 
FAED At is further conſiderable, ,that Where 

are” agreedq—re fe alike,---mis ap- 
on ſuch: very different Principles, and jo.deſtrus 
Five of each other, that from hence *tis noto- 
rioully evident, how powerful *a nworldly Intereſt is. 
to make contrary. Principles ſweetly conſpire tots. 
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© own ſupport. 


| Let the ſeveral oppoſite Principles upors which: 
the Hierarchy is built be our Inſtance, the poor 
fimple vulgar, and many of a- better ſoxt/thar 
would be thought Champions for the Church; take 


ic forgranted, that all the Learned Men on their 


_ [32] 
ſide do firmly believe our Engliſh Epiſcopacy to be 
| Jure Divmo, and in this they think them moſt 
unanimous: But ( laſs! ) they lictle imagine 
how very differently and inconfiſtently ſometimes 
their great Dofors, and thoſe that wear Lawn 
Sleeves all at once, ſhall argue in its defence. | 
- Give me leave,: Sir, to name two or three 
ſeveral Opinions on this very Head : | 
Dr. Hants = (1) SOME. Church-men tell us, that a Biſhop and | s 
; a Presbiter 'were all one-in the Scripture-times, and 
that the Biſhops afterwards made the Diſtin&t. order 
of Presbiters or Prieſts, as they are now call d. 
This (I humbly conceive ) you will ſay was ©Þ _ 
Aa great piece of Boldneſs, and certainly it can 
| be call'd no: leſs, for any Men to make a New 
. ſubordirnre Office ===etre-crmrch without Authoris 
ty from the Great Biſhop of our Souls, the Lord 
JESUS CHRIST. 
(2.) OTHERS of the /ame (hurch, (and thoſe 
the moſt before Laud's time, ). us'd to ſay, that by 
Divine Inſtitution there were no Biſhops over Presbi- 
ters, but Prebiters. to avoid Diviſions ſet up one as 
mong:themſelves above the reſt, and gave him the Title 
of Biſhop, by way of eminency. 
+ © But this ſort of Epiſcopacy is a little too low and 
-mean for our modern Prelates to content themſelves 
* with. (3.) MANY 


<" —x 
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(3) MANY of this high Church.chink that Dios Mr. Dodwes, - 
> Epiſc Copacy Is jure divina, and that an uninterrup- _ 
ted gs rn of ſuch Biſhops is abſolutely —_ | 
ry, to the being of a.Church, and to the Validity. of es 
wy Miniſters Ordination : TO theſe I might add, 
no {mall names among them who d v7.4 from Bps. Guming,” 
their Brethren in this, that they would have the Unj. "mt x 
 Verſal Church govern'd by a Calledg of Biſhops. (by 
| Letters Miſfive 'or in Council )- and the Pope as. 
_ prime Patriarch to be the Principium Unitatis. 
Are not ;thele very bopefal Churchmen think you 2 
arid don't they put us. in. the ready way to. 
Catbolick Unity 2 Roman Catholick I mean ? 
(4-) THERE are yet OTHERS of this very Dr. $riling: 
Church who think that there is not any particular form Pee” 
of Church -government-of divine Inſtitution, but that m the 
Communion or Subordination of (fur ches wecanonly fol- 
. low: the general Rules of Scripture, and the common 
Principles that belong to the Conſervation of Societies. 
This Sort of all others contributes moſt effe- 
| Rtually to the deftrnttion of that common' conceit, 
that our Dioceſan Epiſcopacy is of divine Right : And 
of theſe ſome aſcribe more to the power of Ma- 
ates in} this point, and ſome more to the: 
Agreement of Churches among themlelves : 
td So ; 
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